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World AIDS Day Forum Raises Awareness

By MARGARET HAYDEN
Spectator Staff Writer
B Speakers and campus groups distributed information at the forum in John Jay Hall.

At first glance, Joey Dipaolo
looked like any other college stu-
dent attending yesterday’s forum
on HIV/AIDS. But he isn’t like any
other college student. Dipaolo is
HIV positive, and ‘he was not just
attending the forum, he was run-
ning it.

The forum, which was spon-
sored by the Joey Dipaolo AIDS
Foundation and the- Columbia
University Dance Marathon, was
part of World AIDS Week, a world-
wide recognition of the AIDS crisis.
[t was one of several events that will
take place this week, which include
speakouts and daily resources fairs.

The forum was held in the John
Jay lounge and included presenta-
tions by members of the
Foundation, an appearance by
Natalie Portman, and a panel dis-
cussion. It addressed AIDS from
personal, political, and medical per-
spectives.

Katie Romansky, CC 03 and
CUDM chair, said, “The focus of the
event |was| basically to show cam-
pus students how they can become
involved in the fight against AIDS.”

To open the event, Carol Dipaolo
introduced her son as “inspirational
and motivated.”

She stressed the continuing
importance of his cause.
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Actress Natalie Portman, spokesperson for the Joey Dipaolo AIDS
Foundation, attended an AIDS panel at Columbia.
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Carol Dipaolo emphasized the continuing importance of AIDS
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awareness and research, calling he

r HIV-positive son “inspirational.”



